	Co-teaching Project

Fourth Grade Teachers, Feltwell ES

Educational Technologist, Feltwell ES




Title:   Exploring the Rainforest

Curriculum:_ Grade  4 Science,  English Language Arts, Mathematics, Social Studies
 Purpose:    Research, investigate, evaluate and publish results relating to the locations, plants, animals and components of rainforests.  

Description:  Using the computer lab, internet sites, available resource books, Pixie and Kid Pix Deluxe software, students will create pictures that illustrate the various layers found within the rain forest and the plants and animals that inhabit those layers.  They will generate graphs with either Graph Club or Word to illustrate the number of rainforests found on each continent. 

	ACTIVITIES
	CURRICULUM STANDARDS

	Research rain forest locations and diversity of flora and fauna using online and reference book sources.
	Science:  Scientific Inquiry

· Accesses, evaluates, and uses information from sources

Social Studies:  Space and Place

· Uses geographic tools to gather and interpret data



	Create Kid Pix or Pixie pictures illustrating plant and animal life found in the layers of a rain forest.  Create graphs that illustrate the amount of rainforest on the different continents with Microsoft Word. 

Create a food web using Inspiration software.
	Science:  Life Science 

· Describes how characteristics of organisms are inherited and developed from interactions with environment

· Develops simple food chains and food webs
Mathematics: Data Analysis and Probability

· Collects, organizes, and displays relevant data

Science:  Science and Technology

Explains impact of inventions and technology



	Presents picture along with the graph to class or small group.


	Science:  Scientific Inquiry

· Conducts/communicates conclusions of investigations

· Uses data to construct explanations and predictions
English Language Arts:  Speaking, Listening, and Viewing

· Participates in group meetings

· Prepares and delivers and individual presentation


ASSESSMENT Rubric:

	Kid Pix Pictures

60 Points
	Graph Club or Word Graphs

20 Points
	Inspiration Food Web

20 Points

	All three pictures completed illustrating the rainforest of Brazil, the three layers of the rain forest, and the world map with rainforests indicated on the continents

The pictures should appear organized and neatly done with enough “stamps” to illustrate the data, but not so many that it can’t be interpreted.


	The graphs should display the data so that it can be easily interpreted.  The graph (bar graph, pie chart, line graph) should be appropriate for the data.   
	The Inspiration food web print out should illustrate all aspects of the food chain.  The graphics used should be relevant to the food chain.
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