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School Mission: To help each child achieve his or her

est potential

Calendar of Events

Dec. 22-Jan2 — Winter Break
Jan. 5 — Instruction Resumes
Jan. 13 — Math Night from 5:00pm to 6:00pm
Jan. 14 — Professional Development Day
No School for Students
Jan. 19 — Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
No School for Students
Jan. 23 — Teacher Workday — No School
Feb. 2 — Parent/Teacher Conferences /
Professional Development

No School
N S——

Message from
the Principal

This has been a bustling month, and it's obvious the
children are excited about the upcoming holiday
break. We enjoyed some wonderful holiday concerts
with our 1st and 2nd graders and the Hedgehog
Chorus.
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I want to thank those parents who completed the
DoDEA Customer Satisfaction Survey. We have almost
a 90% return rate from parents, which is remarkable. If
you are in that 10% who haven't completed the survey,
it will still be up over the holiday at the site
below. It's DoDEA's desire that both mom and
dad complete one for each child in school. It
only takes 15 minutes and your input is important.

e https://webapps.dodea.edu/CSS0809/survey/in
trol.cfm?ST=P

Just a quick reminder that DoDEA has changed the
kindergarten age requirement for next year's classes.
Children must be 5 years old by September 1 in order
to be enrolled in the kinder program.

Please do your best to spend some quality time every
day reading with your child. It's one of the best ways
they can keep their skills sharp over the holiday. Even if
they are growing up, and becoming independent
readers, reading is still a great way to relate and
communicate with your child. Sharing and discussing a
current events article from the newspaper is also a
great exercise. For the little ones, don’t hesitate to read
the same book several times, if your child requests it.
This is a good way for them to develop those early
language skills. The most important homework
assignment, though, is to have a safe and restful
holiday. Our school office hours over the holiday will
be 1000-1400. Tom LaRue,Principal, Feltwell ES

Counselor's Comer:

Internet safety: The most recent Safe Schools
Newsletter listed the following link that provides
information on "safe surfing" tips. There is a
section for students and another section that has

tips for parents.
http://www.disnhey.co.uk/DisneyOnline/ Safesurfing/.

The comics on the site were developed by Disney so
they are appealing to students; the content was
contributed by cybersecurity experts. Together, "a
spoonful of sugar helps the medicine go down." The
site provides 40+ tips that are easy o understand.

N.A.E.P. test: Our 4th Grade students will be
taking the National Assessment of Educational
Progress test on February 12th. This fest is
sometimes referred to as: "The Nation's Report
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Card". Itis a test thatis givenin all 50 states in
the 4th and 8th grades, and helps to evaluate the
progress of students all across America. Each
student will take either a Reading or a Math test
(randomly selected by a computer - we don't get to
choose which on they take). The test lasts for 90
min. only, and is given and monitored by NAEP
assessors who will visit our school for the day. We
will be providing more information about this test to
all 4th grade parents in January.

(maybe wait until Jan. newsletter???or send
now...and then I'll do another reminder in Jan.???)

TerraNova Testing: Parents of 3rd, 4th and 5th
grade students, please mark you calendars for the
week of March 9-13. This will be the week for our
standardized test - the TerraNova test. More
information to follow in the new year, but we wanted
to give you lots of advance warning so that you could
avoid making medical or dental appointments during
that week.

6 + 1 Traits of Writing

Dear Parents,

You have probably heard of the 6 Traits writing program that
we use throughout the school. It’s actually called 6 + 1
Traits of Writing, but we usually say 6 Traits. Last year we
started with the Ideas and Word Choice traits, and this year
we’re focusing on Organization and Conventions, as well as
Ideas and Word Choice.

The key elements to look for when scoring these traits are the
following:

Ideas: narrowed topic/main idea, strong supporting details,
sticks to main idea throughout

Word Choice: strong words to create vivid images, tries
fresh evocative words instead of ordinary and vague ones

Conventions: correct usage of punctuation and
capitalization, most words spelled correctly, paragraphs,
good grammar

Organization: original title, good opening and/or lead, easy
to follow sequence, and an effective ending

The following piece of writing has two sets of scores.
Teachers and students assess writing in the same way, using
two scorers. Read the paper and see if you agree with their
scores.

“T think everybody who can, should learn to ride a
bike. A bike with two wheels that is. ] got my
chance in First grade. Ny dad my sister and |

went to g soccer feld behind my School:
Chapman. Ny dad boosted me oh to my training
wheel less bicycle. He held the back of my seat
and rah with me £or 3 Few paces and et go. [ was
riging! ] was riding by myself on 8 two wheeler/
But then ] Fell down. As J go up on my bike my
aad said T should pedal when [ ride. [h the next
halF an hour ] could stay balanced peaaling. Then
my dad told me to try and scteer. ] went ahead ahd
steered right into the ground. The hext few
weeks were smothered in blood, sCabs, bruises and
band-aids. But at the end, triumph. ] could ride a
two wheeler.”

Third Grade
Scores:
Ideas | Organization Voice Word Sent Conventions
Choice Fluency
5 5 5 4 5 4
5 5 5 5 5 4

Family Math Night

Have you ever wondered how you can help your
child with math and make it fun? Well, look no
further we have some great ideas the whole family
can enjoy.

Please join us on Tuesday, Jan. 13, from 5:00-6:00 for
our Family Math Night. You will have an opportunity
to attend three different twenty-minute math sessions
with your child.

Sessions will range from addition to geometry and
even technology. We’'ll give you ideas to use at
home as well.

Dinner plans...the PTO will sell nachos after the
sessions are finished. Now that’s what I call one stop
shopping!

Childcare for non school age children will be
provided, if needed.

So, mark your new calendars and we hope to see you
there.
Sponsored by, FES School
Committee

Home Partnership
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