
Map It! Visual Vocabulary  

Here are some helpful definitions and pictures to help you with your map skills. 

compass rose - the symbol on a map that shows the directions north, south, east, and west.

economic map - a map that shows where goods are created and services given. 

legend (or key) - a table that shows the meaning of symbols used on a map. 
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political map - a map that shows cultural features of an area. These show the boundaries of 
countries, states, and cities.

physical map - a map that shows natural features like mountains, rivers, lakes, and oceans.

road map - a map that shows types of roads, cities, and tourist information.

scale - a system of marks used to measure distance on a map.
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